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its own individual methods. While the vital statistics of Ontarioc were published
in considerable detail annually from 1871, the arrangements for the collection of
data were unsatisfactory. Only in 1906 was the publication of vital statistics
begun in Prince Edward Island (no report for 1912 was ever issued), and in Nova
Scotia the publication of vital statistics dates only from 1809. Because of the
lacune, and even maore because of the incomparability of information collected,
of methods of collection and of standard of enforcement, Canadian vital statistics
remained extremely unsatisfactory and impossible of compilation on a national
basis, a3 was pointed out by the 1912 Commission on Official Statistics, which
recommended that “ for the Dominion, now engaged in building up its mational
unity, it is impontant that uniform data should render possible to statisticians
the institution of true interprovincial and infernational comparisons, By effect-
ive co-operation of the provinces with the Dominion, this objeet should he cap-
able of altaipmeni without sacrificing the Hberty of each provinee to satisfy
its own special statistical requiremcnts”

The scheme of co-operation, thus outlined, was brought into effect as & con-
gsequence of the establishment of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics under the
Statisties Act of 1918, which specifically provided that the Bureau should pub-
lish an annual report on vital statistics. A scheme was first drawn up in the
Bureau and submitted to the various provinces; then Deminion-Provineial con-
ferences on vital statistics were held in June and December, 1918, when <om-
prehensive and final discussions took place,

At the conferences of 1918, it was agreed:—(1) that the model Vital Statis-
ties Act prepared by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, when accepted by the
Legislatures, should form the basis of the vital statistics legislation of bhe sev-
eral provinces, thus securing uniformity and eomparability; (2) that the prov-
inces should undertake to obtain the returns of births, marriages and deaths on
the prescribed forms 28 approved and adopted at the conference, the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics 40 supply the fonms free of charge; (3} that the provinces
should forward to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, at such times as might
be agreed wpon, either the original reburns of births, marriages and deaths, or
certified transcriptions of the same; the Bureau of Statistica to undertake the
mechamical compilation and tabulation.

Under the scheme outlined above, the vital statistics for all the provinces
except Quebec were secured and ecompiled on a uniform basis for the years 1921
to 1925. The annual reports for these years may be obtained on application to
the Dominion Statistician.

Quebec has been included in the registration area as from Jan. 1, 1926, from
which date her statistics are on a comparable basis with those of the other prov-
inces. The final reports for 1926, 1927 and 1928 and a preliminary report for
1929, including the statisties of all the nine provinces, have appeared and may
be procured from the Domijnion Statisticianl

1 The v.tal statistics of the Yukan and Nerthwesi Territories are dufy e llerted and analyvs:d,
but sre not presented with these «f the nine provinees because the figures are not regarded as
complete, the details are in many eases not available ard the smeall and varving population
not known with sufficient aceursey for each year to enable the rates to be caleulated,  As
these Territories contain only sbout 1/700th of the population of Canada, their vital statistirs
are a negligible faetor im the total. See psge 100 for thelr fignoes for 1928,



